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Down,
home
HIGH TECH
Outdoor amenities and
modern green technology at The Coves

“The lake is a gift in and of itself, but
having direct access from your home to
the water, large shared spaces, trails and
stunning views of the mountains creates
something compelling,” developer Dennis
Crumpler said of The Coves.
SMITHMOUNTAINLAKE.COM
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hen you think of active lifestyle
communities, amenities such
country clubs, swimming pools,
tennis courts and golf courses
might come to mind. At The Coves
in Union Hall, that idea has been turned upside down.
There, members of your club will be not only your
neighbors, but also wildlife, fauna and the intrinsic
natural beauty of Smith Mountain Lake.
It only takes a minute of speaking with owner Dennis
Crumpler before you realize his passion for developing
this community into an environmentally-friendly oasis
of solitude that boasts sweeping views and stunning
vistas. Situated on 89 acres, there are 34 homesites,
numerous common green areas — picnic and sunset
viewing shelters, a pavilion that overlooks the Cliffs,
one of Smith Mountain Lake’s most famous landmarks,
covered boat slips — and 4.8 miles of walking trails.

After acquiring the land for
The Coves, it became developer
Dennis Crumpler’s personal
quest to create a community
where people would live more
harmoniously with their natural
surroundings.
The inspiration for the community’s walking trails,
which cross or access all of the community’s waterfront
land, came from a trip Crumpler and his family took
to England years ago. Before vehicles, footpaths were
how people and livestock traveled from place to place.
With those paths often crossing onto private land,
special easements were created. Those centuries-old
pedestrian footpaths still exist today and transverse
England and the European continent.
“When you look across history, community was built
on how long it would take to make a connection with
those around you,” Crumpler said. “Walking the natural
paths created by neighbors on public and private land
was always the best way to connect.”

A NEW VISION OF COMMUNITY
A native of Vance County, North Carolina, Crumpler
never intended to be, and is definitely not, a typical
developer, but then The Coves is not just any lake
development. Following a successful career in

ABOVE This sunset viewing

shelter, built just above the Cliffs,
one of Smith Mountain Lake’s
most famous landmarks, doesn’t
disappoint.
LEFT Developer Dennis Crumpler

has made it his personal quest
to create a green, sustainable
community at The Coves.
OPPOSITE PAGE The Coves

(clockwise from top) sits on 89 acres
with 34 homesites. A sign greets
visitors to the gated community.
Along 4.8 miles of trails, signs help
with tree identification.
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Atlanta’s high-tech industry, Crumpler’s interest
in land conservation was piqued while serving
on the board of the Southern Environmental Law
Center, headquartered in Charlottesville. Through
that involvement, he became aware of community
development possibilities that he felt many of the “socalled” experts were missing when it came to creating
green, sustainable neighborhoods that celebrate being
outside.
“Our homes are designed to lure residents outdoors,
to interact with the trails, the water and the common
areas with their spectacular views,” Crumpler said.
In 2006, Crumpler and some partners happened
upon, and then purchased, a tract of land in Union Hall
that featured a mile of shoreline along the Blackwater
River arm of the lake. Two years later when the Great
Recession hit, Crumpler bought his partners’ holdings
in the property. While riding out the economic
downturn, Crumpler consulted with national experts
and did his own due diligence and research in what
became his personal quest to create a community
where people live harmoniously in their surroundings.
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picture this | soaking up the sun
The Coves Club currently has three portable
“demo” solar power generators available for
(limited) emergency power generation for each
home on the property through an automated
transfer switch installed on the panel controlling
power into the homes. These portable units each
have six full-sized panels, 12 12-volt batteries,
and control equipment to supply 450 amp/hours
of power from a full charge to each home, which
gets renewed via daylight on an ongoing basis.

“Our homes are designed to lure
residents outdoors, to interact
with the trails, the water and
the common areas with their
spectacular views,” Crumpler said.

ABOVE Dennis Crumpler built this rustic picnic shelter

at one of the common areas at The Coves to work with
the stone-stacked chimney that was already in place.

“The lake is a gift in and of itself,” he added. “But
having direct access from your home to the water,
large shared spaces, trails and stunning views of the
mountains creates something compelling.”
The master site plan for The Coves was developed
by Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects of
Charlottesville. The firm designed a plan that
incorporated new infrastructure while respecting and
paying homage to Southwestern Virginia and the Blue
Ridge Mountains. In fact, the Virginia Department of
Transportation-compliant roads are reminiscent of the
winding byways found along the Blue Ridge Parkway.
“The Blue Ridge surrounds us, and you can clearly
see Peaks of Otter from our south ridge; this proximity
led us to celebrate the feel of the parkway as a specific
design objective from the start,” Crumpler said.
With his passion for technology, Crumpler wanted to
ensure the community is plugged in. There’s state-of-

the-art wastewater treatment, as well as solar power and
telecommunications, all of which play a role in creating
a greener, environmentally-sustainable development.
Advantex wastewater treatment septic plants have been
adopted as the recommended standard, Crumpler
said. The plants pump graywater from the homesites
through underground pipes to a central control facility
that manages water dispersion to a 5-acre site along the
southern ridge of the development.
A commercial contract with Verizon Wireless allows
for emergency 911 phone service and high-speed
internet to be delivered to homes through standard
routers, Crumpler said. The routers have a traditional
phone jack and four Ethernet ports plus logical
integration with various security and control systems
in each home. Internet service also extends to various
points throughout the property, including along the
trails, pavilions and rest stops.
“We use our model homes to demonstrate how
‘smart home’ innovations, highly tailored to individual
preferences and needs, can play a role in everyone’s life,”
Crumpler explained. “A cozy home on a mountain lake
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is where the dream here starts, but such largely hidden
and highly affordable IP-based technology tools can
enhance an owner’s enjoyment, safety and basic
economics.”

EMBRACING SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
The Coves Club, in collaboration with The Coves
property owners association, also recently purchased
288 full-sized solar panels (70 kW), and work has begun
to deploy them into the first phase of the neighborhood
on a ridge at the west end of the property. Crumpler said
the array soon will be connected via a wire “conduit bus”
to lots 1-10 on the west end of the project. Each home
will have enough panels connected to its traditional
power meter (via net metering) to zero out a monthly
power bill under normal usage conditions. (The power
company and all of its reliability and service equipment
will stay in place). Solar panels for each home, and
the power they generate, Crumpler said, come to
homeowners as part of their annual club dues.

picture this | find this fox on facebook
Along the walking trails at The Coves,
communicating wildlife cameras with motion
sensors catch animals such as deer, turkeys and
raccoons, in their natural habitat. One critter that
has gained popularity is a young female red fox
that the community has named Foxy. Pictures
of Foxy and other wildlife can be found on the
development’s Facebook page.

“We created our club to deliver amenities and services
to enhance the experience of owning a home at The
Coves,” Crumpler added. “Delivering supplemental
solar power is a great example of the club delivering
on its mission.”
Guidelines of the community regarding clearing
lots, stormwater drainage and protecting against
the invasion of non-native vegetation all are part of
the conservation efforts at The Coves. Maximizing
preservation in pursuit of conservation is Crumpler’s
overarching goal for developing the property.
“Being mindful about development practices and
being highly practical are not mutually exclusive ideas,”
Crumpler said. “And in the end, blending the two usually
turns out better and less expensive results.”

HOME STYLES AND CHOICES
The Coves currently features two model homes, one of
which is a certified EarthCraft home. This green-building
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certification program helps to
maximize a home’s efficiency
while reducing the footprint
on the environment and
can be applied to a variety of
structures, from single-family
homes to light commercial
buildings.
Homesites at The Coves
include off-water lots, onwater lots and estate lots. Offwater lots feature expansive
lake and wooded views plus
access to the lake and trails
around the property. On-water
lots combine a natural habitat
with immediate lake access,
while estate lots (up to 5 acres)
typically offer hundreds of feet
of shoreline and one-of-a-kind
views.
“No matter which category
is chosen or how much one
decides to invest in a house,
all homeowners in The Coves
Club are encouraged to think
of the entire neighborhood
— and all that it offers — as
immediately accessible,” Crumpler said. “It’s
all calling them to come outside and enjoy it.”
Some suggested home types include
Mountain Retreat, Queen Anne, Adirondack
and Cape Cod as well as others that
are designed to blend into the natural
environment and surroundings. The concept
is not to build large-footprint McMansions,
Crumpler added, but to extend the indoor
living space into the outdoors through decks,
porches and wide, sweeping views.
“Our homes have rooms with great views
open to shaded decks with fresh air and
breezes, as well as adjacent paths and steps
leading down to trails,” he said. “The trails
beg for movement, breathing and up-close
encounters with plants, critters and the
occasional neighbor.”
While The Coves community is unlike any
at SML, and one of few like it in the country,
the details have been born from the farreaching vision of a most unlikely developer.
“Planned community development is
a highly competitive, exacting business,”
Crumpler said. “Creativity and innovation
are absolutely essential.”

OPPOSITE
PAGE One

of two model
homes (top and
bottom) at The
Coves illustrates
how natural
light brings
the outdoors
inside. Wildlife
cameras around
the property
catch animals,
including this
female red fox,
nicknamed Foxy,
in action.
ABOVE & LEFT

Suggested
home types
at The Coves
include Mountain
Retreat,
Queen Anne,
Adirondack
and Cape Cod
to blend into
the natural
landscape.
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